[image: image1.png]


Year 5 and 6 Curriculum Newsletter – Spring 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to a new school term! We hope you have all had a fun-filled Christmas break Please find below a summary of Year 5’s and 6’s main learning areas for this term along with some general reminders.

English
In writing, we are focussing on the book, ‘The Lost Happy Endings we will be creating pieces of writing based on retelling a traditional tale in a character’s perspective, developing dialogue to move the story on. Year 5 will write an informal letter providing a warning to other children and an alternative ending to a traditional tale. Year 6 will write character descriptions and focus on punctuating speech correctly.  After half term we will look at a version of Hansel and Gretel both Year 5 and 6 will create a diary entry and an instructional piece of writing. After which Year 6 will write an alternative ending to Hansel and Gretel before moving onto some smaller writing pieces.
In reading, Year 5 are studying the text, ‘The Wolf Brother’; we will continue to work on building on our vocabulary. Inferring what the author is trying to convey and retrieving information from the text. Year 6, will be reading Macbeth focusing on fluency and answering SAT’s style questions. Once completed we will move on to shorter SAT’s type text.

Maths
We begin the term by continuing our work on converting – multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 and linked with converting units of measure to do with length, mass and volume. 

After, Year 5 will move on multiplication and division using place value and written methods to help us.
Year 6 will continue to improve their fluency of the four operations as well as recapping topics such as money, time, length and measure. We will then learn about ratio, finding the mean and continue to work on percentages. 

Homework

Spellings we will send home a weekly task linked to the spellings children are covering in the unit taught. We are looking at the suffix: fact, fice and ant. Please note there will be no formal spelling test as we will be assessing through application of rules in lessons.
For Maths homework, the children need to complete 15 minutes TT rock stars (https://ttrockstars.com/) each week. In addition, children are required to practise multiplication tables and division facts to aid rapid recall. Every week there will be an informal check as part of the maths lesson. 
In Year 5 and 6  children need to read for the equivalent of at least 15 minutes every school night (it might be that some nights they read more than other nights) and complete 5 reads and a book talk. They need to complete their reading record each time they read. We would very much appreciate you listening to your child read and discussing their book with them. The children (or parent) should write a comment in their book and we request that you sign your child’s reading record book too. This will really help them to progress in reading and writing. We will be checking your child’s reading diary regularly throughout the week. The children will then quiz on AR (accelerated reader) where we can track their comprehension progress. 
Year 6 children will also receive weekly homework on SPAG.com and Maths.co.uk. As well as this they now have access to Doodle Maths. 

P.E.

Year 5 will have PE sessions every Friday (outdoors) and  will have indoor PE on a Wednesday. However, other sessions may arise throughout the week so please ensure your child has their PE kit in school at all times, and are prepared for the unpredictable winter weather. PE kit is a plain white t-shirt or polo shirt, black or navy shorts, black or navy joggers and an outdoor jumper (when the weather requires it), outdoor trainers (these must be different shoes to the ones your child wears to school) and a water bottle. Year 6 have outdoor PE on a Thursday and complete team work games on a Wednesday which no kit is required for.
Science  
In Science, we are starting our topic on Living Things. We will recap our knowledge of life cycles of different animals and plants. 
In Spring 2 we move onto forces. We will learn what is a force? What friction is and when does it occur? How does the size of an object affect air resistance? How does surface area affect speed of fall in air (or water)? And how do simple machines help us to increase the force we apply to an object to help us move it?
If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher. For any additional information, please refer to Class Dojo.
We are looking forward to an exciting term ahead, thank you in advance for your continued support.

Miss Watson, Mr Hughes, Mrs Wilkinson, Mrs Barnes and Mr Oliver
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	Design and Technology Cook – Honey and Pitta Bread

In Design and Technology, we are developing their cooking skills by making honey cake and pitta bread, learning key techniques while exploring food, nutrition and recipes from different cultures
	Religion and Worldviews: Why is there suffering? Part 1 We will be exploring the big question ‘Why is there suffering?’, learning how different worldviews explain and respond to difficult times
	Computing: Mars Rover 2 (Year 5 Unit) “We will be learning how rovers collect and transmit data from space, exploring binary code, and even starting to design rover components using simple CAD tools
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	Economic Wellbeing Citizenship Cycle A

In economic wellbeing and citizenship, we will be exploring how money is managed, how budgeting and spending choices work, and how everyone plays a part in their community through rights, responsibilities and active citizenship.
	Music: Composition to represent colour: Holi (Year 5 Unit)

In Music, we will be  exploring how colours can inspire sound, creating their own compositions to represent a chosen colour and developing their skills in performing, listening and musical creativity.
	Geography Mountains, Earthquakes and Volcanoes (Year 5 Unit)

In Geography, we are learning about mountains, earthquakes and volcanoes—discovering how these dramatic landforms are created, where they are found around the world, and how they shape the lives of people who live near them
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