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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to a new school term! We hope you have all had a fun filled Easter holiday. Please find below a summary of Year 1 and Year 2’s main learning areas for this term along with some general reminders.

P.E and Forest School
Kandinsky class will have indoor PE on a Monday afternoon and outdoor PE on a Thursday afternoon. 
Blake class will have indoor PE on Tuesday afternoon and Outdoor PE on a Thursday afternoon Blake class will not have Forest school until after half-term- You will be informed of this via dojo when change occurs. 
Klee class will have Forest School on a Tuesday afternoon and outdoor PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

English

Year 1
This term the children will be reading ‘Toys in Space’. Their final outcome will be to write a fantasy story about some toys who are taken onto a spaceship. They will be changing the characters in the story. Throughout this unit, the children will be working on mastering four concepts. Join words and clauses using and; punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark; add suffixes where no change is needed to the root word e.g. ed, -ing, -er, -est; change the meaning of verbs and adjectives by adding the prefix un. In Summer 2, we will be reading ‘Goldilocks and Just the One Bear’. Their final outcome will be to write a new version of the story with a new character or new setting. They will continue to work on the same concepts but will additionally consider how to link and sequence their ideas to form a cohesive narrative.

Year2 

This term in English, children are studying The Last Wolf by Mini Grey, a beautifully illustrated story that explores themes of friendship, kindness, caring for nature and understanding the unknown. The book provides a rich starting point for discussion and creative writing.
Children will complete a range of engaging writing activities inspired by the story, such as:
· describing characters using interesting adjectives,
· writing diary entries from the viewpoint of the wolf or the girl,
· writing letters linked to key moments in the story, and
· creating their own ending or retelling parts of the story.
Alongside these activities, children will continue to develop their grammar, spelling, punctuation and sentence structure in a supportive and meaningful way.

Maths

Year 1
This term in Maths, the children will build on their understanding of place value by exploring how numbers beyond 10 are composed and represented in a variety of ways. They will deepen their knowledge by partitioning numbers and recognising patterns, before applying this understanding in different contexts, including counting in groups such as 2s, 5s and 10s.

A key focus will be on money, where children will learn to recognise and name different coins and notes, understand their values, and begin to combine amounts. They will practise counting money in different ways, comparing amounts, and solving simple problems involving addition and subtraction in real-life contexts.

Alongside this, the children will continue to develop their problem-solving skills, using and applying their mathematical knowledge across a range of situations. They will also explore time, including sequencing events and telling the time, as well as position and direction, where they will describe movement and turns using appropriate mathematical language.


Year 2

This term in Year 2 Maths, children will be building key skills across a range of topics following the National Curriculum for England. They will develop their understanding of division through practical sharing and grouping activities and explore fractions by recognising and finding halves, thirds and quarters. In our money work, children will learn to recognise coins and notes, use the £ and p symbols, and solve simple problems such as making totals and giving change. We will also be working on measurement, comparing and ordering length, mass, capacity and volume, and introducing children to collecting and interpreting simple statistics through tally charts, pictograms and block diagrams. As part of our time unit, children will practise reading the clock to five minutes, including o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to. They will also explore 2D and 3D shapes, describing and comparing their features, and learn to use positional and directional language such as left, right, forwards, backwards, clockwise and anticlockwise to give and follow simple instructions.

Homework
In Year 1 and Year 2, children need to read for the equivalent of at least 15 minutes every school night (it might be that some nights they read more than other nights) and complete 5 reads and a book talk. They need to complete their reading record each time they read. We would very much appreciate you listening to your child read and discussing their book with them. The children (or parent) should write a comment in their book and we request that you sign your child’s reading record book too. This will really help their progression in reading and writing. We will be checking your child’s reading diary regularly throughout the week. Your child will have two school reading books and one reading for pleasure book. The children need to read their school reading book a total of three times before it is changed and the reading for pleasure book is a chance to share a story together at your leisure. We also ask you to spend at least 10 minutes every school night on TT Rockstars and Numbots to develop children’s mathematical fluency and understanding of number. As the year progresses, Year 1 and 2 Children will also be sent home with Arithmetic / multiplication homework. Please ensure that this is completed to support children mental maths. 
Science
This term in Science, our mixed Year 1 and 2 class will be starting an exciting Introduction to Plants unit, where children will learn to identify a variety of plants, trees and their key features, exploring the roles of different parts of flowering plants and recognising similarities and differences between deciduous and evergreen leaves. Through working scientifically, children will raise their own questions about plants, help plan simple investigations, and use tools such as magnifying glasses and identification charts to observe, name and classify flowering plants. They will draw and label diagrams, sort plants based on clear criteria, measure leaf length using non‑standard units, and compare different seeds and bulbs, learning that predictions may not always match results. Along the way, they will also explore which plant parts can be eaten and discover how scientific research into plants leads to important real‑world discoveries.
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History
This term, children will learn about the history of flight and how humans learned to fly. They will explore early flying ideas and how inventions improved over time. The class will find out about the Wright Brothers, who made the first powered aeroplane flight in 1903. They will learn why Bessie Coleman is remembered for overcoming barriers to become a pilot, and why Amelia Earhart was famous for her record‑breaking flights. The unit will finish by learning about the moon landing and why it was such an important moment in history.


Computing
This term we will be working on digital imagery and wider media. The children also be taught how to stay safe when online or using devices that can connect to the internet.
 

             	Art
 This term we will start by exploring clay to make a 3D sculpture. The children will learn different molding and joining techniques to aid them in creating their own house tile. We will then develop colour mixing skills, learn about the artist Romare Bearden to create textured papers using paint.
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Music
This term, we will explore pitch through a superheroes unit. This helps the children learn to identify high and low notes in a piece of music and to compose a simple tune.
We will then move on to learn about musical symbols through the theme of ‘Under the Sea’. This will combine all the musical concepts the children have learned to be able to perform their own music piece. 
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Religion and Worldviews
This term, we explore how people talk to God by learning why they pray, the different ways they pray, the objects and places they use, and how beliefs connect to feelings and actions.
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This term, we will be learning about the seven continents of the world. They will be able to identify the seven continents, five oceans, know where the North and South Pole are located, know what the equator is and identify different grasslands, deserts and rainforests across the different continents.

Design Technology
In summer 2, children will design and build their own vehicles, exploring wheels, axles and structures while developing practical making skills, testing ideas and evaluating how well their finished models work.

PSHE
In PSHE we will be learning about how to stay safe and look after ourselves before discussing the different parts of their bodies and the importance of privacy and respecting personal space.




If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher. For any additional information please also refer to Class Dojo. 

We are looking forward to an exciting term ahead, thank you in advance for your continued support.
Mr Davey, Miss Durell and Miss Lorraine
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