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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to a new school term! We hope you have all had a fun filled summer holiday. Please find below a summary of Year 1’s main learning areas for this term along with some general reminders.

Phonics

In Autumn 1, we will begin by recapping Level 3 which was taught in Reception before learning Level 4. After half-term we will begin to learn Level 5 which will continue after Christmas. During Phonics lessons children will learn to identify and recall phonemes, blend them into words and begin to develop fluency of reading sentences. The children will also be exposed to ‘alien’ words – nonsense words that have no real meaning and need to be decoded using phonics knowledge. This is to prepare them for the Statutory Phonics Screening that takes place in June next year. You will hear more information regarding this later in the year.

English

As a continuation from Reception, our first half-term of English will be Drawing Club. After half-term we will begin a brand-new adventure called Curious Quests. We will be working on developing an understanding of the following skills and trying to implement them within our writing:

· Writing simple sentences using capital letters and full stops. 
· Writing in present tense. 
· Joining sentences with and. 
· Nouns and simple verbs.

Maths

Across Autumn Term, the children will begin by working on their counting skills, one-to-one correspondence and identifying counting patterns. We will then begin to compare numbers and consider their composition. We will cover the following units:

· Counting, recognising and comparing numbers 0-10 
· Counting to and from 20 
· Counting in 10’s (decade numbers)
· Patterns in counting 20-100 
· Comparing quantities (part part whole relationships)
· Composition of numbers 0-5



Homework
Homework in Year 1 is three-fold. We ask that every child reads at home at least five times a week. This needs to be recorded in their yellow reading record so we can track how often children are reading. A ‘read’ should consist of the child reading to the adult (with support where needed) and a discussion being had about the words, images or any overarching storyline. The children will also take home a reading for pleasure book; this is a book to share and can be read by an adult – please do discuss the contents of this book too. Although we appreciate it can be a challenge to find the time, those children who do engage in this at home make more significant progress throughout the year in all areas of the curriculum. 
In addition to this, the children will receive phonics sheets that focus on the sounds they have learned in class that week. The children will understand the process of this. This is to embed the new sounds they have learned and ensure they are not forgotten. Finally, we will be handing out log ins to Numbots. This is a fun gamified website where children can have fun and practise maths skills. A couple of sessions a week would be great!
Science
In science this term, we will be learning about two main areas: Materials and Seasonal Change. 
Children will learn to:
· Name objects and identify the materials they are made from.
· Recognise that objects are made from materials that suit their purpose.
· Recall that a property is how a material can be described.
· Name the four seasons in order and describe the typical weather in each.
· Name some activities and events in the four seasons.
· Describe the appearance of a tree’s leaves in each season.
· Recall that summer has the most daylight hours and winter has the least daylight hours.
· Record data about the temperature across the four seasons.
· Label a map of the UK with capital cities and seasonal weather symbols.
When working scientifically, pupils will be learn to:
· Sort objects based on the materials they are made from.
· Group objects based on their properties.
· Suggest ways to test materials for their properties.
· Make predictions and recognise whether they were accurate.
· Use their observations to answer questions.
· Begin to recognise if a test is fair.
· Complete a pictogram and use it to answer simple questions.
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Computing
This term we will be working on two main areas: how to use a computer and beginning to understand commands. The children also be taught how to stay safe when online or using devices that can connect to the internet.
 

             	Art
In Art, we will be exploring line and shape; working and experimenting with different materials through observational and collaborative pieces inspired by artists.
History
We will be considering the question “How am I making history?”. Through this unit we will be investigating the past within living memory by exploring personal chronology and using photographs to ask and answer questions about the past.
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Religion and Worldviews
In Autumn 1, we will be exploring a range of creation stories in imaginative ways, children present their own ideas using art and language.
In Autumn 2, we will be examining different representations of God by exploring Islamic art, Hindu avatars and images from the Christmas story.
 

Music
 In Autumn 1, we will be learning how to keep a steady pulse, pupils take part in music and movement activities inspired by their favourite things.
In Autumn 2, we will be using voices, bodies and instruments to listen and respond to different pieces of music, pupils learn and perform a rhyme and song with a focus on tempo.
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PSHE
In PSHE this term we will work on recognising and naming a range of emotions, pupils will learn to identify facial and body clues linked to feelings. We will then be identifying what makes them and others special, pupils learn how friends, family and classmates can help and support each other.


Geography
In Geography we will be working on mapping skills by locating familiar features on aerial photographs and creating simple maps.

Design Technology
In Autumn 2 the children will be exploring healthy eating and learning how to make a smoothie.  










If you have any questions, please let me know. For any additional information please also refer to Class Dojo. Ensure you are signed up for this as there will be updates often.

We are looking forward to an exciting term ahead, thank you in advance for your continued support.
Mr Davey
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