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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to a new school term! We hope you have all had a fun filled summer holiday. Please find below a summary of Year 2’s main learning areas for this term along with some general reminders.

P.E and Forest School
Amy Dowden and Simone Biles class will have outdoor PE on Tuesday afternoon and Indoor PE on a Wednesday afternoon. We will not have Forest school this term- You will be informed of this via dojo when change occurs. 

English
Before we focus in on a text type, the children will be developing their Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) skills. Not only will we look at how to vary our sentence openers, but we will also focus on capital letters, full stops, finger spaces and commas for expanded noun phrases. We will also be using the subordination ‘because’ and the coordination ‘and’.
Once we become more confident with our grammar and sentence structures, the children’s writing and learning this term will be focussed around the text ‘The Troll Swap’. First, we will be looking at expanded noun phrases and how to integrate these skills into our writing. We will also be learning about how to write a story based upon the model text using the pupils’ ideas for characters. We are very excited to learn about the adventures of Timothy Limpet and Tabitha Limpet! After half term we will be looking at the text ‘The Owl who was afraid of the dark’ where we will continue to integrate these skills with a high focus on grammar. 

Maths
This term, we will be developing the children’s confidence and understanding in Maths through practical and engaging activities. Our focus will be on number, place value, addition, subtraction and multiplication, with lots of opportunities for children to explain their thinking and solve problems.
We will begin by exploring multiples of 10 and numbers from 20 to 99. Children will learn about tens and ones and practise representing, comparing, ordering and partitioning two-digit numbers. We will use practical resources such as Base 10 and number lines to support their understanding.

We will then develop fluency with addition and subtraction facts within 10 before moving on to calculations within 20 and 2-digit numbers. Children will practise different strategies for adding and subtracting and apply these skills to problem-solving. Later, in the term, we will begin exploring multiplication and grouping. Children will learn to count in 2s, 5s and 10s and make links between repeated addition, groups and multiplication.

Homework
In Year 2, children need to read for the equivalent of at least 15 minutes every school night (it might be that some nights they read more than other nights) and complete 5 reads and a book talk. They need to complete their reading record each time they read. We would very much appreciate you listening to your child read and discussing their book with them. The children (or parent) should write a comment in their reading record and we request that you (the parent) sign your child’s reading record book too. This will really help their progression in reading and writing. We will be checking your child’s reading diary regularly throughout the week. Your child will have two school reading books and one reading for pleasure book. The children need to read their school reading book a total of three times before it is changed and the reading for pleasure book is a chance to share a story together at your leisure. We also ask you to spend at least 10 minutes every school night on TT Rockstars and Numbots to develop children’s mathematical fluency and understanding of number. As the year progresses, Year2 Children will also be sent home with Arithmetic / multiplication homework. Please ensure that this is completed to support the children’s mental maths. 
Science
This term, we will be exploring two exciting Science topics: Habitats and Everyday Materials. We will encourage the children to be curious, ask questions and develop their skills as young scientists through practical investigations and observations.
Autumn 1 – Habitats
During the first half of the term, we will explore living things and their habitats. Children will learn about the characteristics of living things and investigate the difference between things that are alive, were once alive and have never been alive. We will explore a variety of habitats and discover which plants and animals live in them and why they are suited to their environment. We will also investigate how habitats provide living things with what they need to survive and explore how plants and animals depend on each other. Towards the end of the unit, we will learn about food chains and how animals get their food from plants and other animals.
Autumn 2 – Everyday Materials
After half term, we will investigate everyday materials and their different properties. Children will explore why particular materials are chosen for different objects and how materials are suited to their uses. We will investigate how the shape of solid objects can be changed and carry out experiments to compare materials, including exploring their strength. Children will develop their ability to make predictions, carry out fair tests and use evidence to decide which materials are most suitable for different purposes.
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History
Autumn 1- We will be exploring how schools have changed over time by comparing schools today with those from the past.

Computing
 Autumn 1- We will be answering the question ‘What is a computer?’ where children will explore and use different parts of a computer. 
Autumn 2- We will be exploring word processing. They will learn how to write and create word documents on a laptop. 

             	Music
 Autumn 1- Children will be exploring call and response songs. 
Autumn 2- Children will use instruments for storytelling. 
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PSHE
Autumn 1- Children will understand how everyday choices support health and wellbeing by exploring the effects of movement, sleep, food and drink on the body.
Autumn 2- We will recognise how families and communities can be similar and different. The children will learn about kindness, respect and positive relationships.

Religion and Worldviews
In Autumn 1- We will be answering the question ‘Why do we need to give thanks’ Exploring different celebrations and religions and how and why they give thanks. 
In Autumn 2- We will be answering the question ‘Why is light important to people?’ We will explore different religions and how they use light. 
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			                 	       	Geography
Autumn 2- We will be exploring the geography of the UK and the wider world by identifying key features of the UK, naming the oceans and locating them on a world map.


Art
Autumn 1- We will explore how artists use tone and texture and apply these techniques in observational drawings.
   
 
Design Technology
In Autumn 2 Children will be exploring structures and will be making a chair for a bear.






If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher. For any additional information please also refer to Class Dojo. 

We are looking forward to an exciting term ahead, thank you in advance for your continued support.

Miss Durell and Miss Lorraine
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