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The Big Picture

oChildren are formally assessed against national expectations at
the end of each Key Stage. In our school this means there are
assessments at the end of Year 2 and Year 6.
oThis is the third year of testing against the new national
curriculum which raised there level of challenge.
oAs it is an end of Key Stage assessment, the children are tested
on learning they have done from Years 3 – 6.
oThe children are also continuously assessed by their teacher so
they can plan effectively for next steps learning.



Scaled Scores

oThe children’s scores no longer equate to a level, they
receive confirmation whether or not they have achieved the
national expectation.
oEvery pupil will receive:

o A raw score for each test;
o A scaled score with 100 being the expectation;
o Confirmation of whether or not they have attained the

national standard.
oThe percentage required to receive a scaled score of 100
will change each year. This changes each year.



Timetable for the SATs 2017

SATs week is the week beginning May 8th. The timetable for the week is
as follows:

Monday 14th May Reading Paper
Tuesday 15th May GPS tests
Wednesday 16th May Maths Paper 1 – Arithmetic

Maths Paper 2 – Reasoning
Thursday 17th May Maths Paper 3 – Reasoning

The SATs timetable is a statutory timetable and cannot be changed.

We are also conducting a “Mock SATs” week in April. This week will
follow the same format as the official SATs week in May.



The Reading Test

oPupils are allowed one hour for the reading test.
oThe test includes 3 or 4 different text types. These could include:
stories, poems, explanations, classic texts, interviews, diary entries and
accounts. It is difficult to predict which text type will be used. Last year
poetry was include in the sample papers but not in the actual test.
oThe questions will range from simple retrieval to more advanced
inference and deduction.
oIt is expected that the children will need to read at least 90 words per
minute in order to complete the reading test to a good standard.
oNationally pupils drop marks by not answering the simple retrieval
questions correctly.



The GPS Test

oGPS stands for grammar, punctuation and spelling.
oThe are twenty words on the spelling test. These are
generally designed around patterns and spelling rules, as
well as including a few “tricky” words. The words are
read out to the children as part of a text so they
understand the context the word is in.
oThe written paper lasts 45 minutes and tests many
complex grammar rules.



While he stood in a muddy field, the spotty
cow mooed loudly.
This one sentence contains the following aspects of grammar
the children will be expected to identify and know how to
use:
oNoun
oMain clause
oAdjective
oConnective
oAdverb
oVerb
oPronoun
oArticle
oPreposition
oSubordinate clause
oPhrase.



Writing
oThere is no writing test.
oThe children will be given a writing level based on
continuous teacher assessment throughout the year.
oThere is an increased focus on handwriting with the
children needing to have neat, joined up handwriting in
order to be assessed as working at greater depth.
oThe writing assessments are submitted at the end of
June.
oThe period following the formal tests is used to ensure
the children have enough evidence in their writing books to
be at the expected standard.
oLast year a number of children went on holiday during
this time period which meant they they missed out on this
valuable period of time.



The Maths Tests

There are three maths tests:
oPaper 1 lasts 30 minutes and assesses arithmetic skills;
oPaper 2 lasts 40 minutes and assesses reasoning skills;
oPaper 3 lasts 40 minutes and assesses reasoning skills.

The papers become progressively harder and the children are
no longer allowed to use a calculator.



Attendance

oIt is essential your child attends school every day. The
teachers are revisiting work from across the four years of
KS2. They will not be able to spend long on each topic. If
your child is absent from school they could well miss out
on a whole topic.
oA child with 96% attendance at the end of the year has
missed the equivalent of 7 school days. 94% equates to 11
school days and 90% equates to one month. These are
vital learning days which will be very difficult to catch up.
oIf a child has had 94% attendance each year of school
from Y1-Y6 they will have missed 66 days of learning.



PiXL
oWe follow the PiXL programme of support for the Year 6
children. This provides for regular SATs style testing which is
then analysed.
oThe regular testing ensures the children are used to tests
by the time they sit the SATs. The analysis means the
teachers can look at every aspect of the tests to see how well
each individual child has performed enabling them to plan
specifically for areas which need addressing.
oThe teachers and the lead for PiXL in the school, Ms
Thorbinson,  meet on a weekly basis to look at how the
children are progressing and to re-arrange groupings as
necessary.
oThe PiXL programme also provides support activities to
address any gaps which we use alongside other appropriate
interventions.



How can you support your child?

oTry to ensure your child attends school every day and on
time.
oMaintain normal routines at home.
oEncourage an earlier bedtime than normal during test
week.
oEncourage your child to have a healthy breakfast in the
morning.
oContinue to support with homework, including reading,
spelling, mental mathematics and times tables.
oTry your very best not to put the children under
unnecessary pressure; all we want is for them to try their
best.



Life after the test

oTeacher assessments are submitted at the end of June.
oResults of the tests are sent back to school in July. This
is usually towards the beginning of July in time for the
end of the year.
oThe test results and the teacher assessments are
reported to the secondary school and to parents/
carers.
oPlease remember, tests indicate what a child can do on
one particular day; the teacher assessment gives a
picture of a child’s ability over time.



Thank you very much for attending
this afternoon.


